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TONY ABBOUD is an attorney, government affairs expert, and 
regulatory consultant who represents companies in the tobacco and 
vapor spaces and who serves as the Executive Director of the Vapor 
Technology Association (VTA). Abboud has extensive experience in law, 
public policy, government and politics. He has represented companies 
on legal and regulatory issues for more than 25 years. Abboud left the 
international law firm Greenberg Traurig, LLP in 2010 to find his 
consulting firm, Strategic Government Solutions and has advised 
companies for more than a decade. Abboud is recognized as a leading 
voice for essential regulations and a balanced discussion of vapor 
products. He is a frequent speaker at national symposiums and has 
been extensively quoted in the media, including national print, 
television and radio. Tony earned his BA in Political Science from 

Carleton College in 1988 and his JD with distinction from the University of Iowa College of Law in 1994. 
 
KIMBERLY AGNEW-HEARD is the Director of Premarket Tobacco 
Product Application (PMTA) Submissions, Regulatory Affairs for Altria 
Client Services in Richmond, VA. In this role she leads program 
management, regulatory strategies, scientific oversight, and 
submissions of reduced-risk tobacco products. Dr. Agnew Heard joined 
Altria in 2017 as a Sr. Manager, Public Health Strategist, leading 
chemical analysis studies to support product development. In that role, 
she oversaw the chemical characterization and stability studies for e-

vapor products to support PMTAs. She also served as a scientific lead and liaison for nonclinical, clinical, 
and behavioral studies for an e-vapor tobacco product. Prior to joining Altria, Dr. Agnew-Heard held many 
roles as an analytical chemist focused on method development and validations to analyze small and large 
molecules at a contract manufacturing organization; led successful R&D test method transfers for testing 
drug-eluting stents at a medical device company; and was a scientific regulatory reviewer. Most recently 
she was employed at the Food and Drug Administration where she served as a Senior Chemistry Reviewer 
at the Center of Tobacco Products and a Lead Reviewer at the Center for Devices and Radiological Health. 
In these roles, Dr. Agnew-Heard provided her chemistry expertise to cross-functional regulatory teams 
and performed scientific reviews of tobacco products and interventional cardiology devices. Prior to 
working at FDA, she was a Senior Scientist at Boston Scientific where she led an analytical chemistry team 
focused on research and development of drug-eluting coronary stents. Dr. Agnew-Heard has published 
numerous scientific articles, has been an active member of the American Chemical Society (ACS) since 
1995, and is an ACS Fellow. She was elected to several executive committee roles within the ACS Division 
of Analytical Chemistry, including as Councilor (2011 – 2017), Chair-Elect (2018), Program Chair (2019), 
Chair (2020), and Immediate Past Chair (2021). She is an ACS Project SEED committee member (2013-
2022) and has developed mentoring programs to promote chemistry. 
 
 
 
 



JASJIT SINGH AHLUWALIA is a physician and public health scientist at 
Brown University’s School of Public Health and Medicine, and is the 
Associate Director of the Legoretta Cancer Center. He has been in 
academic medicine since 1992 and has been a practicing physician, 
faculty member, department chair, associate dean and center director 
in medical schools, and dean of the School of Public Health. His primary 
research areas are smoking cessation and nicotine addiction in African 
American smokers. He has been continuously funded by the National 
Institutes of Health for 25 years and has published more than 350 
manuscripts. Ahluwalia has served on the U.S. government’s National 
Advisory Council on Minority Health and Health Disparities, on the SRNT 
board of directors and just completed a 3-year term on the federal 
government’s Interagency Committee on Smoking and Health chaired 

by the U.S. Surgeon General. Ahluwalia trained at New York University, received a Doctor of Medicine 
degree and a Master of Public Health degree at Tulane University, a medical residency at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a clinical epidemiology fellowship at Harvard Medical School, where 
he received a master’s degree in health policy. 

 
SCOTT BALLIN is a tobacco and health policy consultant in Washington, 
DC and has spent more than 30 years involved in issues related to 
tobacco and health. He was Vice President for Public Policy and 
Legislative Counsel at the American Heart Association and Chairman of 
the Coalition on Smoking OR Health. More recently, he served on the 
Steering Committee of the Alliance for Health Economic and Agriculture 
Development (AHEAD. He is currently serving as an advisor to the 
Institute for Environmental Negotiation at the University of Virginia in 
putting together a series of dialogues on harm reduction. 
 
 

 
ARUNI BHATNAGAR is Professor of Medicine and Distinguished 
University Scholar at the University of Louisville. He is the Director of 
the Christina Lee Brown Envirome Institute and Co-Director of the 
American Heart Association Tobacco Regulation Center. He is a leading 
expert on the mechanisms by which environmental exposures such as 
air pollution affect cardiovascular disease risk.  Dr. Bhatnagar’s initial 
work involved the purification and characterization of aldose reductase 
and its role in diabetic complications. To this end, he established the 

identity of this enzyme in several tissues and investigated its structural, kinetic, and inhibitory properties. 
His work has shown that increasing NO availability prevents aldose reductase activation and sorbitol 
accumulation in diabetic tissues. Additionally, his recent studies show that glucose activates multiple 
protein kinases and that the activation of these kinases is required for the inflammatory effects of glucose 
in vascular tissues. At UofL, Dr. Bhatnagar’s work also led to elucidation of the mechanisms by which free 
radicals and lipid peroxidation products affect the function of individual ion channels. He was the leader 
of a Program Project Grant from the NIEHS to study the cardiovascular toxicity of environmental 
aldehydes. In this program-project he directed a large multi-disciplinary team of investigators studying 
the molecular and cellular mechanisms of aldehyde toxicity. His studies at UofL have led to the 
development of the new field of Environmental Cardiology. He was the Deputy Editor of Circulation 



Research for 10 years. He has participated in over 50 NIH review panels and chaired several review panels. 
He was the recipient of the President’s Award for Outstanding Scholarship, Research and Creative Activity, 
University of Louisville, and Partner in Healthcare Award – Contributing to Greater Louisville Healthcare 
Community, in 2007. In 2007, he also received the first Outstanding Faculty Mentor of Graduate Students, 
and the Outstanding Mentor Award from the Conference of Southern Graduate Schools. In 2017, he was 
designated Research Exemplar by Washington University. Dr. Bhatnagar has published 378 peer-reviewed 
manuscripts, 25 book chapters and reviews and over 200 abstracts. He has mentored 61 graduate 
students and post-doctoral fellows in his laboratory and has served on the dissertation committee of 18 
PhD students. 
 

AZIM CHOWDHURY is a partner in the food and drug law practice of 
Keller and Heckman LLP. He is a regulatory and public policy attorney 
with a focus on vapor, nicotine, and tobacco product regulation. Mr. 
Chowdhury advises domestic and foreign corporations in matters of 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and international regulatory 
compliance. In particular, he has developed expertise in tobacco and 
vapor product regulation relating to the implementation of the Family 
Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act, and spearheaded the 
Tobacco and E-Vapor practice at Keller and Heckman. Specifically, Mr. 
Chowdhury has experience representing tobacco, e-cigarette, and e-

liquid manufacturers, distributors, retailers, suppliers, and trade associations in matters of FDA, state, and 
global regulatory compliance. He also assists corporations in establishing clearances for food and drug 
additives in the U.S., Canada, and European Union, with an emphasis on indirect additives used in food-
contact materials. Mr. Chowdhury has authored and edited numerous articles and publications. He is a 
frequent contributor to the Food and Drug Law Institute's (FDLI) Update Magazine and has served on the 
Editorial Advisory Board of the Food and Drug Law Journal. In addition, he has been interviewed in the 
U.S. News and World Report’s Best Lawyers Edition (2016) and was named one of “10 Names to Know in 
the Vape World” in the October 2015 issue of Vape Magazine. Prior to entering private practice, he served 
as a judicial law clerk on the Court of Special Appeals of Maryland. Mr. Chowdhury received a BA and BS 
from Johns Hopkins University, an MBA from the University of Maryland Robert H. Smith School of 
Business, and a JD, cum laude, from the University of Maryland School of Law. 
 

BRITTANI CUSHMAN is the Senior Vice President of External Affairs and 
Deputy General Counsel for Turning Point Brands, parent company of 
National Tobacco Company, Nu-X Ventures, and International Vapor 
Group, of Louisville, Kentucky. Ms. Cushman is responsible for the 
management of regulatory and legislative issues at both the federal and 
state levels. Ms. Cushman provides industry leadership among like-
sized manufacturers, advising on regulatory issues as they emerge and 
placing those issues in the context of both the current science and 
complex landscape of the nicotine, industrial hemp, and other actives 
industries. Ms. Cushman currently serves on the National Association 
of Tobacco Outlets (NATO) Board of Directors, the Vapor Technology 
Association (VTA) Board of Directors, the U.S. Hemp Roundtable Board 
of Directors, the Women in Tobacco U.S.A. Board of Directors, the 
Coalition of Independent Tobacco Manufacturers of America (CITMA) 

Board of Directors, and the Food and Drug Law Institute Tobacco Committee. She also participates in the 



Cigar Association of America. Ms. Cushman has a BSBA in Business Management from The University of 
Tulsa and a JD from Washington & Lee University School of Law.  
 

CRISTINE DELNEVO is the founding director of the Center for Tobacco Studies 
at Rutgers University and Professor of Health Behavior, Society, and Policy at 
the Rutgers School of Public Health. She also serves as the senior advisor for 
Tobacco Control at the Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey. She has held 
numerous grants from the National Institutes of Health and the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and focuses on the population epidemiology of tobacco 
use, in particular noncigarette products, such as electronic cigarettes and cigars; 
the impact of product characteristics, such as menthol or flavoring in tobacco 

products, on patterns of use; tobacco communication and marketing; and monitoring market trends for 
rapid surveillance—all in the context of tobacco control policy and regulatory science. She is a fellow of 
the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT) and recipient of SRNT’s John Slade Award for 
outstanding contributions to public health and tobacco control through science-based public policy and 
public advocacy. She has published more than 220 scientific articles and book chapters and been 
recognized by Clarivate in 2020 and 2021 with their “Highly Cited Researcher Award.” She was appointed 
to the Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory Committee (TPSAC) at FDA in March 2021 and currently serves 
as the chair of TPSAC. Dr. Delnevo received her MPH from the Rutgers School of Public Health and PhD in 
health studies from Temple University. 
 

STACY L. EHRLICH is a partner at Kleinfeld Kaplan & Becker LLP. She draws on 
more than 25 years of experience to counsel her clients in the pharmaceutical, 
food, dietary supplement, tobacco, cosmetic, and medical device industries 
with respect to matters involving FDA, USDA, FTC and other U.S. federal and 
state agencies. She assisted with drafting the small business provisions of the 
Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act and has been advising 
clients regarding the FDA’s regulation of tobacco products for over a decade. A 
prolific author and speaker, Stacy is frequently called upon to educate others 
on topics of food and drug law, including nicotine and tobacco product 
regulation and enforcement. She has also authored chapters in the Food and 

Drug Law Institute (FDLI) publications, Food and Drug Law & Regulation, How to Work with the FDA, and 
Top 20 Food and Drug Cases & Cases to Watch. Stacy has served on the Board of Directors of FDLI and has 
been recognized by The Best Lawyers in America© and Super Lawyers© for FDA Law. She received her 
Juris Doctor from Harvard Law School (cum laude) and her Bachelor of Arts degree in English (magna cum 
laude) from Emory University. 

 
STACEY GAGOSIAN has worked in politics and policy for more than 20 years. 
Currently, she is the Managing Director of Public Policy at Truth Initiative. In that 
position she develops and promotes policies to prevent youth from using 
tobacco and to help tobacco users quit. She has held progressively responsible 
roles at Truth Initiative since 2008. As part of her work she has published three 
articles focusing on flavored tobacco products. Additionally, she has served on 
the advisory boards of several organizations. From 2003 until 2008, she was the 
Legislative Associate at the National Breast Cancer Coalition, successfully 
working to secure research funding and passing legislation requiring more 

research into the environmental causes of breast cancer. Previously, Ms. Gagosian worked on Capitol Hill 
in the US House of Representatives and the US Senate. Other positions include a Fundraising Manager for 



a Senate campaign, and Outreach Coordinator at the Close Up Foundation. Ms. Gagosian has a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Kalamazoo College. 
 

MOIRA GILCHRIST was appointed Vice President Strategic & Scientific 
Communications in January 2018 and is responsible for leading PMI’s 
strategic communications globally. She was PMI’s lead presenter at the 
US FDA’s Scientific Advisory Committee meeting on the Modified Risk 
Tobacco Product Application for IQOS, our heated tobacco product. In 
her prior role as Vice President Reduced-Risk Products Corporate 
Affairs, Dr. Gilchrist represented PMI at multiple public conferences and 
regulatory meetings. Before this she was based in our R&D function 

where she was Director of Scientific Engagement from 2014 to 2016. Dr. Gilchrist joined PMI in 2006, to 
work on our Reduced-Risk Product program and held roles in Research and Development as well as 
Commercialization. Prior to joining PMI, Dr. Gilchrist worked in the pharmaceutical sector for more than 
10 years. She was a Principal Consultant in PwC and IBM’s pharmaceutical industry consulting groups, and 
prior to that, held positions in both the industry and charity sectors, developing new drug formulations. 
Dr. Gilchrist holds a degree in Pharmacy and a PhD. in Pharmaceutical Sciences, both from the University 
of Strathclyde in Glasgow, Scotland. 

 
ROBYN GOUGELET works at PinneyAssociates and advises on public 
health legislative and regulatory policy strategy for tobacco harm 
reduction efforts, including submissions to FDA’s Center for Tobacco 
Products for premarket tobacco product applications (PMTAs) and 
modified risk tobacco product applications (MRTPAs). Robyn has also 
supported preparation for FDA Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory 
Committee (TPSAC) meetings. 

 
 
 
DOROTHY K. HATSUKAMI is the Associate Director of Cancer 
Prevention and Control and also Director of the Tobacco Research 
Programs. She also holds adjunct appointments in the Departments of 
Psychology and Division of Epidemiology in the School of Public Health. 
Dr. Hatsukami is an expert in the areas of nicotine addiction and 
treatment of nicotine addiction among the general population of adult 
smokers, as well as adolescents. She has also conducted extensive 
research in the area of smokeless tobacco.  Most of her efforts have 
been focused on development or testing of medications, including a 
nicotine vaccine and combination medications, in these populations. 
Additionally, she has expertise in tobacco product evaluation and 
methods to reduce tobacco harm. She was the Principal Investigator of 
a Transdisciplinary Tobacco Use Research Center. Dr. Hatsukami has 

authored or co-authored about 300 journal articles, monographs, book chapters, and other publications. 
Dr. Hatsukami has served on numerous national committees, is a past president of the Society on Research 
on Nicotine and Tobacco, and a past president of the College on Problems of Drug Dependence.   
 
 



PATRICIA NEZ HENDERSON is one of the leading authorities in tobacco 
control and prevention in American Indian communities. Her work has 
led to the Navajo Nation passing commercial tobacco-free policies for 
government workplaces and ceremonial settings, and increasing excise 
taxes on tobacco products. In addition, Dr. Nez Henderson collaborated 
with Tribes and Tribal communities in developing, implementing, and 
evaluating culturally relevant research projects, including smoking 
cessation strategies for American Indian adults; an in-home smoking 
policy intervention; an in-home asthma/smoking intervention; social 
network-based tobacco intervention in the Navajo Nation; and the 
examination of tribally manufactured tobacco products and their 
marketing and sales on and off reservations. Dr. Nez Henderson is a 
panel member of the 2008 update of the Public Health Service Clinical 

Practice Guideline “Treating Tobacco Use and Dependence,” Federal Drug Administration Tobacco 
Products Scientific Advisory Committee, and the Human and Health Services Interagency Committee on 
Smoking and Health. 

 
ERIC N. HEYER is a partner in Thompson Hine LLP's Washington, D.C. 
office and leads the firm's vaping industry practice. Over the years, Eric 
has counseled and represented foreign and domestic ENDS and e-liquid 
manufacturers, distributors, retailers, and trade associations on all 
manner of federal and state regulatory compliance issues, in significant 
transactions and investigations, and in litigation, including the seminal 
case challenging FDA’s categorization of e-cigarettes as unapproved 
new drugs or medical devices and successful constitutional cases 
challenging New York’s emergency flavor ban and Indiana’s statutory 
scheme regulating the manufacture of e-liquids. Eric is currently 
representing clients in pending appeals of FDA marketing denial orders 
for flavored ENDS products before five different federal circuit courts of 
appeals. 
 

 
MATTHEW HOLMAN recently joined Philip Morris International as VP, 
U.S. Scientific Engagement & Regulatory Strategy. In this role, he leads 
the development and execution of PMI’s U.S. tobacco harm reduction 
strategy. He works to build understanding and support for smokefree 
products and the science related to tobacco harm reduction among 
stakeholders. He also supports and advises PMI’s U.S. regulatory 
strategy, identifying approaches needed to address current and future 
regulations.  Prior to joining PMI, Matt spent two decades as a 
regulatory scientist at the Food and Drug Administration, where he 
served in numerous leadership positions. He joined FDA’s Center for 
Tobacco Products one year after it was created as a division director in 
the Office of Science. He ended his tenure at FDA as the director of the 

Office of Science.  In his positions within the Office of Science, he helped create the marketing application 
review programs and signed final actions for millions of tobacco products. 
 



CHRISTOPHER JUNKER serves as Vice President, Scientific & Regulatory 
Affairs for RAI Services Company in Winston-Salem, NC. In this role, he 
is responsible for regulatory strategy and engagement, leading a 
multidisciplinary team of scientists and regulatory experts in the 
synthesis of premarket regulatory submissions for RAI’s electronic 
nicotine delivery systems (ENDS) and oral tobacco product portfolios. 
Dr. Junker has held successive leadership roles within Scientific & 
Regulatory Affairs. Most recently he served as Vice President, 
Regulatory Sciences where he led a team of scientists and regulatory 
specialists across preclinical toxicology, clinical studies, population 
health research, statistics, and electronic publishing, developing the 

scientific substantiation for the company’s Premarket Tobacco Product Applications and supporting 
external science engagement. Previously, Chris led teams within Submissions & Engagement focused on 
RAI’s smokeless tobacco and cigarette portfolios, as well as a team within Analytical Research. Before 
joining Reynolds American in 2011, Dr. Junker received his PhD in Synthetic Organic Chemistry from Wake 
Forest University (2011) and BS in Chemistry from Catawba College (2007). 

 
BRIAN KING was appointed Director of the Food and Drug 
Administration’s Center for Tobacco Products (CTP) in July 2022. In this 
position, Dr. King is responsible for assuring that CTP accomplishes its 
public health goals and for operationalizing the Center’s vision and 
mission as it implements the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco 
Control Act. Dr. King has worked for nearly two decades to provide 
sound scientific evidence to inform tobacco control policy and to 
effectively communicate this information to key stakeholders, including 
decision makers, the media, and the general public. Prior to joining FDA, 
he served as the Deputy Director for Research Translation in CDC’s 
Office on Smoking and Health, and more recently as the Executive 
Editor of CDC’s Morbidity & Mortality Weekly Report Series. He has 

authored more than 200 scientific journal articles related to tobacco prevention and control, served as 
Senior Associate Editor for multiple U.S. Surgeon General’s Reports on tobacco, and was lead author of 
CDC’s 2014 evidence-based guide, “Best Practices for Comprehensive Tobacco Control Programs.” Dr. King 
holds a Ph.D. and M.P.H. in Epidemiology from the State University of New York at Buffalo. 
 

ROD LEW is the Founder and Executive Director of Asian Pacific Partners 
for Empowerment, Advocacy and Leadership (APPEAL). Rod has over 30 
years of experience in developing national models on cross cultural 
leadership, capacity building, community-based research, strategic 
planning, health equity and policy change on commercial tobacco, food, 
active living and the opioids epidemic. Rod has given hundreds of 
presentations in 38 states and territories and 10 countries and trained 
more than 1500 community advocates from across the five major 
racial/ethnic groups and LGBTQs. Rod was a contributing author to the 
Surgeon General’s Report on Tobacco Use among U.S. Racial/Ethnic 
Minority Groups and the guest editor for several special issues on 
commercial tobacco control and health equity. Rod provided testimony 

to the U.S. Congressional Committee on Commerce, the U.S. Surgeon General, the Food and Drug 
Administration, and other national and state policymakers on the impact of commercial tobacco and 



health equity issues. He has served on numerous national health advisory committees and produced 
several health educational videos. Rod was appointed by the Governor of California to serve on the 
Tobacco Education and Research Oversight Committee (2000-2006). He has been active with the 
American Public Health Association (APHA) serving as Chair of APHA’s Public Health Education Health 
Promotion (PHEHP) Section and Chair of the Asian Pacific Islander Caucus.  He was the 2002 recipient of 
the Christopher Jenkins Cancer Control Award. In 2009, Rod received the Lester Breslow Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the UCLA School of Public Health. He also was the recipient of the Andre G. 
Stanley Health Equity Award from the APHA’s Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs Section in 2019. 

 
ADAM LYONS is an Assistant Director and the Special Matters Coordinator 
at the Consumer Protection Branch of the Civil Division, Department of 
Justice. He has over twenty years’ experience as a trial and appellate 
litigator. He has represented the Government at DOJ since 2015. His 
current practice focuses on litigation of complex civil matters largely 
involving regulation of tobacco and controlled substances and FTC civil 
penalties. He was previously a partner in private practice at Brownstein 
Hyatt, and is a graduate of Columbia University and the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Law. 
 
 
 

ERIC N. LINDBLOM is an independent consultant on legal and policy 
matters relating to the regulation of tobacco products and a Senior 
Scholar at Georgetown Law’s O’Neill Institute for National and Global 
Health Law, where he previously served as Director for Tobacco Control 
and Food & Drug Law. Besides serving as a consultant to researchers 
and research grants, Mr. Lindblom also serves as an expert witness in 
litigation against tobacco companies, currently including lawsuits 
against Juul. Before joining the O’Neill Institute, Mr. Lindblom was 

Director of the Office of Policy at the FDA Center for Tobacco Products and a member of CTP’s leadership 
team from 2011 to 2014. Prior to that, Mr. Lindblom served as General Counsel and Director for Policy 
Research at the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, and previously held positions with the federal 
government, a member of Congress, political campaigns, a law firm, and nonprofit advocacy 
organizations. Mr. Lindblom has a JD from Harvard Law School and a BA in Political Science from Yale. 
 

ROBIN J. MERMELSTEIN is Distinguished Professor, Psychology 
Department; Director of the Institute for Health Research and Policy at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), and Co-Director of UIC’s Center for 
Clinical and Translational Science. Her research has focused on 
understanding the etiology and progression of tobacco use in adolescents 
and young adults, in developing interventions to reduce tobacco use and 
increase cessation in both adolescents and in young adults, and in 
translating research into practice and policy. She has been funded by the 
U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) as a Principal Investigator 
continuously on tobacco-related research grants since 1986. Much of her 
research has addressed the question of adolescent and young adult 
tobacco use; understanding the development and trajectories of tobacco 
use; using ecological momentary assessment to examine the immediate 



contexts surrounding smoking and to understand, in-depth a variety of combinations of tobacco use, with 
an emphasis over the past five years on use of both e-cigarettes and cigarettes, and transitions between 
products. She has been the PI of several large-scale, multidisciplinary program project and center grants, 
as well as the Director of a national program for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the latter of which 
focused on integrating policy relevant research and dissemination into research grants. Dr. Mermelstein 
has served on many NIH advisory and review committees and is the chair of the FDA Tobacco Products 
Scientific Advisory Committee. As one of the Principal Investigators of the Coordinating Center (CASEL; 
Center for Coordination of Analytics, Science, Enhancement and Logistics) for the Tobacco Centers of 
Regulatory Science (TCORS), Dr. Mermelstein also has a broad picture of and access to some of the most 
recent developments in the assessment of complex patterns of tobacco product use and responsible for 
the scientific lead integrating tobacco regulatory science across multiple funded centers. She has been 
acknowledged for her scientific accomplishments by several national and international research societies, 
including being named a Fellow of the Association of Psychological Science, a Fellow of the Society of 
Behavioral Medicine, and a Fellow of the Society for Research in Nicotine and Tobacco. She is a past 
President of the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco. 

 
MATTHEW L. MYERS is President of the Campaign for Tobacco-Free 
Kids. In 1996, Mr. Myers helped to found the Campaign for Tobacco-
Free Kids and has been with the Campaign since its inception. Initially, 
he served as its Executive Vice President and Legal Counsel and oversaw 
the Campaign’s legal and advocacy efforts. On January 1, 2000, Mr. 
Myers became the Campaign’s President. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BETH OLIVA represents manufacturers, distributors, retailers and trade 
associations in regulatory, litigation and legislative matters. She handles 
a wide range of regulatory issues before federal and state agencies, 
including the Food and Drug Administration, and routinely counsels 
tobacco industry clients regarding FDA compliance and premarket 
review requirements. In addition, Beth has significant experience 
working with scientific issues. She has worked with scientific and 
medical personnel in the U.S., Canada, Europe and the Middle East. She 
has worked to identify and review relevant literature within different 
fields of medicine and science to advise product manufacturers on 
regulatory and duty-of-care issues. Further, Beth has worked with 
expert witnesses and scientific literature both to support regulatory 

submissions and to prepare defenses in domestic and international product liability litigation. 
 
 
 



AMIRALA PASHA is an Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Division 
of General Internal Medicine at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN. He 
currently serves as the Practice Chair for the Executive and 
Development Health Section. In addition to his clinical practice, he is an 
attorney and a member of the Minnesota Bar. He is the editor of the 
recently published book titled Laws of Medicine: Core Legal Aspects for 
the Healthcare Professional. His research focuses on health law and 
policy with a special emphasis on FDA law, and health policy education 
for clinicians. 
 
JOHN PRITCHARD joined 22nd Century Group, Inc. as Vice President of 
Regulatory Science in April 2019. Prior to that time, Mr. Pritchard was 
the Head of Regulatory Science for Imperial Brands, where he led the 
company’s technical regulatory strategy and external scientific 
engagement on global product regulation. During his 13 years at 
Imperial Brands, Mr. Pritchard also held a number of key management 
roles in product stewardship, compliance, research, and regulatory 
engagement. Before joining Imperial Brands, Mr. Pritchard was a 
Toxicologist with both the UK Health Protection Agency (now, Public 
Health England) and Charles River, a leading global contract research 
organization for the pharmaceutical industry. Mr. Pritchard received a 
Master of Science Degree in Toxicology from the University of 

Birmingham, England and his Bachelor of Science Honors Degree in Pharmacology from the University of 
Aberdeen, Scotland. 
 

AGUSTIN RODRIGUEZ is a Partner in the White Collar and Government 
Investigations practice group of Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP 
where he specializes in tobacco industry regulatory compliance and 
enforcement matters. He leverages his extensive background to assist 
clients based in and outside the U.S. in navigating federal, state and 
local regulation of highly regulated consumer products such as tobacco 
and cannabis. Before joining the firm, Agustin was Vice President and 
Associate General Counsel at Altria Group, Inc. Agustin attended 

Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, BA, 1990 and University 
of Chicago School of Law, JD, 1994. He is fluent in Spanish and proficient in Portuguese. 
 

BARRY SCHAEVITZ is a partner at Fox Rothschild. Schaevitz represents clients 
on a range of issues involving federal regulation and federal agencies, including 
the Food and Drug Administration, working closely with clients on various 
compliance matters. He similarly works with clients on a wide variety of 
regulatory matters before state agencies and departments. Schaevitz was 
former Assistant Attorney General for the state of New York. He also represents 
product manufacturers and industry trade associations in litigation matters. He 
has defended clients in complex product liability matters involving medical, 
scientific, and other technical issues in courts throughout the country. His 
experience includes representing clients in cases involving the constitutionality 
of federal, state, and local laws, as well as questions of disease causation and 

addiction. Schaevitz also engages on federal and state legislative matters. In doing so, he counsels clients 



on policy questions and meets with legislators, staff, and other public officials on matters of concern to 
clients. 
 

SCOUT is the Executive Director of the National LGBT Cancer Network 
and the principal investigator of both the CDC-funded LGBTQ tobacco-
related cancer disparity network and Out: The National Cancer Survey. 
He spends much of his time providing technical assistance for tobacco 
and cancer focusing agencies expanding their reach and engagement 
with LGBTQ+ populations. Scout has a long history in health policy 
analysis and a particular interest in expanding LGBTQ+ surveillance and 
research. He has faculty appointments at both Brown University and 
Boston Universities’ Schools of Public Health. He is a member of the 
NIH Council of Councils, the Co-Chair of the NIH Sexual and Gender 
Minority Research Office Work Group, on the Advisory Panel for NIH’s 

All of Us initiative, and a U.S. Pharmacopeial Convention delegate. His work has won him recognition from 
the U.S. House of Representatives, two state governments, and many city governments.  

 
JENNIFER H. SMITH serves as Director, Regulatory Advocacy within 
Regulatory Affairs for Altria Client Services (ALCS) in Richmond, VA. In 
this role, she leads the execution of advocacy strategies including 
championing product standards for reduced-risk tobacco products and 
creating responses to FDA dockets related to flavor-related rulemaking 
and tobacco product manufacturing practices. Dr. Smith earned her 
PhD in Analytical Chemistry from Virginia Tech in 2002. Her work has 
been published in scientific journals and presented at conferences 
internationally. Dr. Smith joined Altria in 2003 and has held numerous 
research and leadership positions within Altria, including in Regulatory 

Sciences, Quality Compliance and Strategic Planning. Prior to joining Altria, Dr. Smith conducted post-
doctoral research supporting Homeland Security and as a short course instructor for the American 
Chemical Society. She holds a Regulatory Affairs Certification (RAC) from the Regulatory Affairs 
Professional Society. 
 

JIM SOLYST is Principal with JMS Scientific Engagement. He previously 
worked for Swedish Match where he contributed to the preparation of 
the General Snus PMTA and MRTP. He is a frequent contributor to FDLI 
journals and speaker at FDLI conferences. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MARTIN STEINBAUER is an entrepreneur and investor focused on 
medical inhalable devices and aerosolization technology. He co-
founded the tobacco-free nicotine vaporizer company SMOOD. Prior to 
SMOOD, Martin was an investment analyst at BlackRock in New York. 
Martin graduated from Harvard University with a degree in applied 
mathematics. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MARK J. VADERS is an associate at Womble Bond Dickinson where he 
provides scientific and legal solutions to clients whose products are 
regulated by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) or state 
agencies. He routinely supports submissions to FDA’s Center for 
Tobacco Products and serves as an in-house resource on tobacco harm 
reduction, ENDS, and modern nicotine product science. 


