
Food Advertising, Labeling, and Litigation Conference 

September 28-29, 2022 

Speaker Biographies 

 

MATTHEW G. BALL is a litigation partner in the San Francisco office of 

K&L Gates LLP.  He focuses on class action defense and strategic 

commercial litigation for consumer-focused industries, such as makers 

of food, dietary supplements, and homeopathic remedies, among 

other consumer products.  He has been named a Northern California 

Super Lawyer from 2010 to 2022 in Class Actions/Mass Torts.  He was 

named a “Legal Lion” in Law360 for his work defending consumer class 

actions brought against National Beverage Corporation, challenging the 

labeling of their La Croix product. 

 

 

KIM BOUSQUET Kim is a partner in the St. Louis based firm, Thompson 

Coburn. In her 15+ years in private practice, Kim has helped dozens of 

clients in the food, beverage, dietary supplement, and agricultural 

industries with litigation, alternative dispute resolution, and regulatory 

compliance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANA CARACCIOLO is a staff attorney at The National Agricultural Law 

Center. Prior to attending college full time, Jana served as the 2014-

2015 Area III State Vice President for the Florida FFA Association. In 

2018, she graduated magna cum laude from the University of Florida 

with a BS degree in Food and Resource Economics. While attending the 

Levin College of Law at the University of Florida for law school, Jana was 

a member of the Florida Moot Court Team, served as a co-chair of the 

26 Annual Public Interest Environmental Conference, participated in 

the National Food Law Student Network, and was a research assistant 

for Professor Michael Olexa at the UF/IFAS Center for Agricultural and 

Natural Resource Law. In addition, she interned for the Harvard Food 

Law and Policy Clinic as well as the Marketing, Regulatory, and Food 

Safety Programs Division of the United States Department of 

Agriculture Office of the General Counsel. Jana graduated from law 

school in 2021, and began her work at the Center shortly afterwards. At 

the Center, Jana primarily focuses her research and scholarship on food labeling and food safety related 

issues. Jana is a member of The Florida Bar Association. 

 



RICARDO CARVAJAL is a director at Hyman, Phelps & McNamara, PC. 

From 2002 to 2007, he served as an associate chief counsel at FDA, 

where he counseled the agency on a variety of food-related 

enforcement and rulemaking activities. Drawing on that expertise, he 

now counsels’ clients on managing inspections, responding to warning 

letters and other enforcement actions, resolving import detentions, 

and conducting product recalls. He advises clients on the regulatory 

status of ingredients and finished products and provides guidance on 

compliance with labeling and advertising requirements, as well as 

representation in advertising-related disputes. He also helps clients 

interpret and comment on the implementation of new requirements, 

such as those arising under the Food Safety Modernization Act. He 

applies his subject matter expertise to corporate transactions, issuing 

opinions and conducting due diligence for acquisitions and initial public 

offerings. He is a member of the Food and Drug Law Institute, the American Bar Association, and the 

European Food Law Association, and a professional member of the Institute of Food Technologists. 

 

JACQUELINE J. CHAN is a partner at Kleinfeld, Kaplan & Becker LLP. She 

advises all sizes of food companies from start-ups to global entities 

throughout the product lifecycle, including labeling, 

advertising/promotion, enforcement risk assessment, post-marketing 

obligations, and regulatory strategy and compliance. She serves as an 

active member of her clients’ teams, working to find solutions to meet 

both legal and business goals. Using her knowledge of today’s litigation 

trends, Ms. Chan helps develop new products, label claims, 

promotional campaigns, and advertising materials. She is currently keeping an eye on issues related to 

plant-based foods, standards of identity, sustainability/environmental claims, and challenges to 

ingredient claims. 

 

CONRAD CHOINIERE is the Director of the Office of Analytics and 

Outreach at the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) Center for Food 

Safety and Applied Nutrition. Dr. Choiniere provides executive 

leadership for a broad portfolio of scientific and regulatory functions 

including risk and decision analysis, social and behavioral sciences, 

epidemiology, biostatistics and informatics, education and outreach, 

and food defense.  Dr. Choiniere chairs FDA’s Toxic Elements Working 

Group which prioritizes the agency’s efforts to reduce exposures to 

lead, arsenic and other heavy metals from foods to the greatest extent 

feasible.  Dr. Choiniere has a PhD in Agricultural and Resource 

Economics from the University of Maryland and a Bachelor of Science 

in Chemical Engineering from Johns Hopkins University. 

 

 



RICHARD CLELAND is Assistant Director at the Bureau of Consumer 

Protection in the Division of Advertising Practices at the Federal Trade 

Commission. Mr. Cleland joined the Federal Trade Commission’s 

Division of Advertising Practices in 1991. In 1996, Mr. Cleland was 

appointed Assistant to the Director of the Bureau of Consumer 

Protection and, in 1998, he was appointed Assistant Director of the 

Division of Service Industry Practices. He currently serves as Assistant 

Director of the Division of Advertising Practices. His primary area of 

expertise is the advertising and marketing of health-related products and services. He also supervises 

many of the Commission’s health fraud and weight-loss product and service law enforcement initiatives. 

Mr. Cleland supervised the FTC’s review of the Endorsement and Testimonial Guides and the revision of 

the FTC’s guidance on making effective disclosures on the Internet and other digital platforms (.com 

Disclosures). Recent projects have included social media marketing and native advertising. 

 

CHRISTOPHER A. COLE is the co-chair of Crowell & Moring’s Technology 

and Brand Protection Group in its Washington, DC office. He focuses on 

advertising litigation of all types, including Lanham Act cases, consumer 

class actions, enforcement defense and NAD matters. His clients include 

household names in industries ranging from food and beverages, to 

telecommunications, to technology, to hospitality. Chris has been 

perennially ranked among the best advertising litigators in the country 

by Chambers & Partners, which has described him as a “go-to for 

adverting work,” “very experienced and knowledgeable in advertising 

law,” “an exceptional lawyer,” and “a huge leader at the Bar in terms of 

advertising [who] can connect what is important to companies with understanding their limitations.” Chris 

has also been recognized for his “ability to understand the scientific side of advertising cases.” Chris is a 

frequent speaker and commentator on legal and policy developments affecting advertising, and also 

regularly provides counseling in the areas of defamation, libel and brand and reputation defense. 

 

STEFANIE JILL FOGEL is a partner and Co-Chair of DLA Piper’s Global 

Consumer Goods, Food and Retail Sector and Co-Chair of the U.S. Food 

and Beverage sub-sector, focusing her practice on multi-national food 

and consumer product regulation and compliance, food and consumer 

product recall response, corporate compliance, and commercial, class 

action and multi-plaintiff litigation. Stefanie works with large 

multinationals and start -ups in trending areas of the food and 

supplement space to include plant-based alternatives and hemp-based 

CBD products. She represents national and international manufacturers 

of foods and dietary supplements, retail clothing, manufacturing 

equipment, chemical products, bio-technology detection devices and a 

variety of consumer products. Stefanie serves as a national and international advisor to these clients in 

the area of product safety, cross-border distribution and enforcement, crisis management response, and 

industry trends. She has extensive experience advising on FDA, USDA, TTB, and CPSC related regulations, 

including label compliance, claims risk assessment, import and export issues, FSMA, and supply chain 



management. She is also a seasoned trial lawyer and has represented clients both locally and as national 

coordinating counsel in toxic torts, consumer fraud, mislabeling and misuse and product liability matters, 

against individual, multi-district, and class action claims. She has also developed a global multidisciplinary 

crisis management team to quickly and effectively address issues arising out of recalls, contamination, 

natural disasters, equipment failure, and environmental leaks and spills. Stefanie has lectured across the 

country on subjects relating to food regulatory, litigation and compliance matters, supply chain risk and 

management, food safety, information management, and in-house and expert witness preparation, as 

well as civil practice litigation issues. She is well-versed in food and dietary supplement industry trends 

and has experience necessary to navigate the complex and nuanced food regulatory arena. She is a 

member of DLA Piper's governing Policy Committee and the Hiring Committee and is also proud to be the 

co-founder and co-chair for DLA Piper's National Leadership Alliance for Women (LAW) Program. Stefanie 

is admitted to practice in Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and New York and has been admitted in various 

other states pro hac vice. 

 

KELLY FOOS is Senior Legal Counsel for Marketing & Innovation at 

Hill's Pet Nutrition, Inc., a subsidiary of Colgate-Palmolive Co. Hill's 

manufactures science-led wellness and therapeutic pet nutrition for 

cats and dogs, including the brands Science Diet and Prescription 

Diet. Kelly is a trusted advisor to Hill's on legal issues relating to 

global marketing, product innovation, regulatory compliance, 

litigation, digital commerce, sustainability, and corporate 

communications. Kelly also proudly serves on Hill's Diversity Equity 

& Inclusion Council. Before joining Hill's, Kelly was in private 

practice for 10 years defending corporations in products liability, 

personal injury, and commercial litigation. Kelly attained a JD and 

Masters of Urban Planning from University of Kansas. 

 

THOMAS M. GALLIGAN is the Principal Scientist for Food Additives and 

Supplements at the Center for Science in the Public Interest (CSPI). In 

this role, he works to improve regulation of food chemicals and dietary 

supplements, seeking to get unsafe chemicals and ineffective 

supplements out of our food supply. Before joining CSPI, he was a 

Toxicologist at the Environmental Working Group where he led efforts 

to promote the use of safer chemicals in personal care products, foods, 

and other consumer goods and to educate consumers about the 

chemicals in the products they consume every day. Prior to that, 

Thomas worked as a Postdoctoral associate and Instructor at Virginia 

Tech. He earned his PhD in Biomedical Sciences with emphasis on toxicology, endocrinology, and 

environmental health from the Medical University of South Carolina. Thomas also earned a BS in Dairy 

Science from Virginia Tech. 

 

 

 



JACOB GERSEN is Sidley Austin Professor of Law at Harvard Law School, 

Affiliate Professor in the Department of Government, and Director of 

the Food Law Lab, which supports academic research on the legal 

treatment of food in society. He is also the co-editor of Food Law & 

Policy. Before joining the Harvard faculty in 2011, he was Professor of 

Law at the University of Chicago.  He holds a PhD in Political Science and 

a JD from the University of Chicago, and an AB in Public Policy from 

Brown University. His main areas of research and teaching are 

administrative law, food law, regulation, arbitration, torts, remedies, 

and constitutional theory.  In addition to publications in law reviews and 

political science journals, his work has appeared in the New York Times, 

Wall Street Journal, Time, and Forbes.    

 

 

 

DALE GIALI is a litigator who represents companies in complex food and 

beverage, dietary supplement and consumer product false advertising 

matters, including defending consumer class actions and prosecuting 

and defending competitor lawsuits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST T. HORVATH is a partner in Foley Hoag's Advertising & 

Marketing practice and a noted advertising and antitrust attorney. He 

counsels clients on how to substantiate and defend marketing claims 

they wish to make for their products and services, helps them challenge 

false and disparaging advertising by their competitors and assists them 

in managing relationships with competitors, customers, and suppliers 

without running afoul of antitrust laws. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JENSEN N. JOSE works as Regulatory Counsel for The Center for Science 

in the Public Interest where he focuses on food additive and dietary 

supplement safety issues. Previously, Jensen served as regulatory policy 

specialist for the American Optometric Association. He also worked as 

an associate counsel for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and a 

research associate for the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, 

and Medicine. Jensen earned his JD from the University of Maryland law 

school, and a BS in Biology and BA in Political Science from the 

University of Washington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KRISTIN M. KAPLAN is of counsel at Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP. She is a 

recognized leader in FDA regulatory practice with extensive experience 

working in the tobacco, animal health, pharmaceutical and medical 

device and food industries. She provides critical leadership—legal 

insights, advice and recommendations—to clients on sensitive and 

controversial regulatory topics affecting their products. Kristin counsels 

on the approval, marketing and defense of FDA-regulated products and 

guides clients on their responses to actions taken by regulatory 

agencies. She also negotiates with regulatory agencies on behalf of 

clients, and assists clients in creating and implementing best practices. 

She advises her clients on proactive steps to avoid litigation and to 

implement risk mitigation recommendations. Before joining Shook, 

Kristin was the deputy general counsel in charge of global regulatory legal support and litigation at a global 

animal health company. She also worked for more than eight years as associate chief counsel for FDA, 

advising the agency on sensitive, controversial and precedent-setting matters, including the approval of 

novel drug applications. She also developed, reviewed and evaluated various legal and regulatory 

documents while at FDA. She uses her insider’s knowledge of the U.S. government regulatory 

environment to clients’ advantage in their legal matters. 

 

MAIA KATS is founding member of Just Food Law, and former Litigation 

Director of the Center for Science in the Public Interest. She is nationally 

recognized as a leading expert in food class actions. Maia has led and 

resolved numerous consumer class actions, including against PepsiCo, 

Coca-Cola, General Mills, Campbell Soup, Kellogg’s, GNC, and CVS. Her 

cases have been featured on Good Morning America and ABC News, 

and many others have been reported in a variety of publications 

including the Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, New York Times, BBC News, Bloomberg, the Los 

Angeles Times, as well as in several international news outlets. She is a member of Law360’s Consumer 

Protection Editorial Board. An honors graduate (magna cum laude) of the University of Michigan and 



Michigan Law School, Maia began her litigation career on Wall Street with the law firm of Hughes Hubbard 

& Reed. 

 

DEEPTI A. KULKARNI is a partner at Covington & Burling where she 

provides strategic advice to clients on a wide range of complex matters 

involving FDA and USDA regulatory oversight. She has played a key role in 

the development and implementation of the regulatory frameworks for 

alternative proteins as well as bioengineered food and agriculture 

products. Deepti advises companies developing and marketing animal 

products, foods, dietary supplements, and cosmetics at nearly every step 

of the product lifecycle. She also counsels clients on potential crises, such 

as product recalls, import refusals, and other regulatory actions. Deepti 

previously served as an Associate Chief Counsel in the FDA’s Office of Chief Counsel. While at FDA, she 

counseled various components of FDA and HHS on a broad scope of issues related to animal products, 

foods, dietary supplements, and cosmetics, as well as cross-product matters involving imports and 

exports, advisory committees, and constitutional issues. Deepti received several awards during her time 

at the FDA, including the FDA Award of Merit (FDA’s highest award), Commissioner’s Special Recognition 

Award, and the CFSAN Director’s Special Citation Award. 

 

KELLY G. LAUDON is an attorney in the Minneapolis office of Jones Day 

and is a trusted advisor and skilled litigator representing clients in the 

food and beverage industry. Kelly has over 12 years of litigation 

experience in complex commercial and consumer disputes, including 

claims for food product mislabeling, unfair trade practices, false 

advertising, food contamination, breach of contract, breach of 

warranty, and indemnification in federal and state court and 

arbitration. She also counsels companies on risk mitigation and compliance with state food and beverage 

labeling and product safety requirements. Kelly is President of the Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar 

Association; a leader of the Food, Drug, and Device Law Section of the Minnesota State Bar Association; 

and a member of the Board of Directors of the Twin Cities German Immersion School. She has been 

recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in Minneapolis since 2018 and was listed as a “Rising Star” from 2013 to 

2017. Prior to entering private practice, she clerked for the Honorable James M. Rosenbaum, then-Chief 

Judge of the United States District Court for the District of Minnesota. She earned her JD magna cum laude 

from the University of Minnesota Law School in 2006, where she was editor-in-chief of the Minnesota 

Journal of International Law, and her BA magna cum laude from Rhodes College in 1999. 

 

HEATHER LYNCH is an environmental health scientist with more than 

12 years of experience in toxicology, epidemiology, and human health 

risk assessment. Her areas of expertise include systematic review and 

weight-of-evidence analyses, controlled human exposure study design, 

and the toxicity of persistent chemicals including polychlorinated 

biphenyls (PCBs) and per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). She 

has spent a large portion of the last seven years of her career managing 

PFAS projects, which has facilitated a deep understanding of PFAS chemistry, exposure pathways, 



potential human health effects, and regulatory guidelines and limits. Ms. Lynch previously worked as a 

contractor to several government agencies, including managing large, chemical-specific risk assessments 

for the U.S. EPA National Center for Environmental Assessment (NCEA) and conducting toxicity reviews of 

substances petitioned for inclusion in the USDA National Organic Program. Ms. Lynch has published 

numerous original peer-reviewed articles ‒ including systematic reviews, weight-of-evidence evaluations, 

and commentaries ‒ on a range of substances and health effects. She is also a Governor-appointed 

member of the Massachusetts Toxics Use Reduction Act (TURA) Science Advisory Board. 

 

KIRSTIN MAZZEO is Chief Counsel, Litigation and Chief Counsel, Meals 

and Beverages at Campbell Soup Company. Kirstin’s team manages all 

claims and litigations across the Company’s businesses and functions, 

including consumer class actions, commercial disputes, recall loss 

recovery actions, and vendor contract disputes. Kirstin also supports 

Campbell’s Meals and Beverages Division as the division’s Chief 

Counsel. Previously, Kirstin was an attorney with the Dechert, LLP firm 

in Philadelphia as a member of the Mass Torts/Product Liability Group 

and represented and advised global companies in lawsuits and high 

stakes trials. Kirstin earned a BA degree in English from Haverford 

College, and a JD degree from Georgetown University Law Center. She 

is a member of the Pennsylvania Bar and holds an In-House Counsel 

license for the State of New Jersey. 

 

COREY L. NORTON is an attorney helping eliminate environmentally 

harmful types of illegality by drawing on decades of guiding private 

sector compliance with global supply chain laws. Focusing on laws 

targeting commodities and environmental harm, such as resource 

usage limitations, and illegality accelerating that harm and related 

atrocities such as forced labor, he engages supply chains to increase 

understanding of legal requirements, and builds strategies and tools for 

compliance efforts to succeed and avoid reputational damage. This 

includes developing new resources to enhance company efforts, 

increasing the efficiency and scale of precompetitive platforms, and 

promoting effective government regulation and enforcement. Corey 

also works with companies, foundations, and NGOs to develop tools 

that help prevent, detect and respond to environmental legal concerns 

in commodity supply chains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEGAN OLSEN is Senior Vice President and General Counsel for the 

Council for Responsible Nutrition (CRN) in Washington, DC. At CRN, she 

provides legal counsel and advice to CRN’s staff and members in the areas 

of legislation, regulatory compliance and advocacy, and international 

policy development with respect to dietary supplements and nutrition 

issues. Prior to joining CRN, Ms. Olsen was in-house counsel for Walgreen 

Co., providing legal advice on Food and Drug Administration, Federal Trade 

Commission, and other consumer protection regulatory requirements for 

a wide variety of consumer products, including conventional food, dietary 

supplements, OTCs, and cosmetics. Ms. Olsen was previously with Kelley Drye and Warren LLP, working 

on a variety of consumer protection, regulatory, and advertising law issues. 

 

STUART M. PAPE is senior partner and chair of FDA practice at Polsinelli. He helps clients understand and 

face challenges presented by regulations imposed by the US Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA), US Department of Agriculture (USDA), and similar 

health and safety regulatory bodies worldwide. He focuses on assisting 

clients in obtaining approval of new food ingredients, pharmaceuticals, and 

medical devices; advising on labeling and advertising of regulated 

products; assisting in enforcement proceedings initiated by regulatory 

bodies; helping clients develop sound strategies in the face of challenges 

from NGOs; and lobbying in connection with legislative consideration of 

statutory changes to the laws governing FDA regulated products. Regularly 

appearing before FDA, USDA, the Federal Trade Commission, Consumer 

Product Safety Commission, US Customs and Border Protection, numerous 

other federal and state regulatory bodies, and the U.S. Congress, Stuart serves clients across the US in 

many capacities. Previously, he served in various positions in the Office of the Chief of Counsel at FDA, 

including as associate chief counsel for food. In 1978, he received the FDA Commendable Service Award. 

He also served as executive assistant to FDA Commissioner Donald Kennedy. Stuart is ranked in Chambers 

USA: America’s Leading Lawyers in Business, Food and Beverages: Regulatory and Litigation; Selected for 

inclusion in Super Lawyers; included in The Best Lawyers in America, FDA and in Who’s Who in America 

and Who’s Who in the World. In 2012, he received the Judge Learned Hand Award from the American 

Jewish Committee. Stuart is a 1970 graduate of the University of Virginia and a 1973 graduate of its Law 

School. 

 

EVANGELIA C. PELONIS is a partner at Keller & Heckman LLP, assisting 

clients on US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and US Department 

of Agriculture (USDA) matters relating to human food, animal feed, 

food additives and ingredients, and dietary supplements. She helps 

clients achieve their marketing goals within the relevant legal 

frameworks and counsels them in all aspects of food development and 

marketing, from product formulation and manufacturing 

considerations to food labeling and advertising. Eve helps clients with 

issues regarding food labeling and promotional materials, product 

identity statements, ingredient declarations, nutrient content claims, 



structure function claims, health claims, and allergen, nutrition, bioengineered, and organic labeling. 

Clients seek her advice regarding obtaining appropriate regulatory status for food ingredients including 

preparing self-determined Generally Recognized as Safe (GRAS) positions or submitting GRAS Notices, 

New Dietary Ingredient Notifications (NDINs), food additive petitions (FAPs) or color additive petitions 

(CAPs) to FDA. Eve guides clients through product recalls and reports to the Reportable Food Registry. She 

helps clients navigate complex import and export issues regulated by FDA and USDA, and assists 

companies in gaining the release of detained products. She regularly presents on food law matters for 

various trade associations and food conferences including Keller and Heckman’s Practical Food Law 

Seminar. 

 

MICHAEL R. REESE is the founding partner of Reese LLP, which has been 

litigating consumer and antitrust cases as class actions and on behalf of 

individual clients since 2008. Prior to starting Reese LLP, Reese was the 

partner at a large, nationwide class action firm. Reese previously served as 

an assistant district attorney at the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office as 

a trial attorney prosecuting both violent and white-collar crime. 

Achievements by Reese on behalf of consumers span a wide array of 

actions. Reese is also an adjunct professor at Brooklyn Law School, 

specializing in class actions and other aggregate litigation. Reese received 

a juris doctorate from the University of Virginia in 1996 and his bachelor’s 

degree from New College in 1993. Reese is a member of the state bars of 

New York and California as well as numerous federal district and appellate courts. 

 

BRIDGET RICHARDSON is Associate General Counsel for FDA Regulatory 

and Government Affairs at Blue Apron. At Blue Apron, Bridget advises on 

compliance issues including product safety, advertising, and labeling. Prior 

to joining the company, Bridget practiced law in the District of Columbia, 

specializing in food and drug regulatory counseling. Before law school, 

Bridget worked in corporate finance with food ingredient and finished 

product manufacturers and retailers, focusing on business analysis related 

to supply chain and marketing issues. 

 

 

 

 

MICHAEL T. ROBERTS is the founding Executive Director of the Resnick 

Center for Food Law and Policy at UCLA School of Law. He is well versed in 

a broad range of legal and policy issues from farm to fork in local, national, 

and global food supply systems. He has authored the first major treatise on 

food law entitled, Food Law in the United States (Cambridge University 

Press). He is a co-editor of Food Law & Policy, a new casebook published 

by Wolters Kluwer. He has also written several other chapters, articles, and 

papers on food law topics. Roberts is actively involved in the development 

of food law and policy. He is a Research Fellow for Renmin University 



School of Law’s Center for Coordination and Innovation for Food Safety and an Adjunct Professor of Law 

for East China University of Science and Technology (Shanghai), lecturing annually on food law topics. 

Roberts is particularly interested in the global governance of food and recently led the Resnick Center into 

a partnership with the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) on a series of research 

and advisory initiatives to confront global food security, nutrition, safety, and quality. Roberts is also very 

involved in several projects centering on the development of the history of food law and in the regulation 

of food and innovation. In addition to working with the Advisory Board for the Resnick Center, Roberts 

serves on various boards related to food law and policy. He is member of the Board of Directors for the 

newly established non-profit, Feed the Truth organization and a founding board member and historian 

for the Academy for Food Law and Policy as well ason the advisory board for the World Food Law Institute. 

In 2000, he left his law practice and enrolled in the LLM program on agricultural law at the University of 

Arkansas School of Law, the only such program in the United States. Since then, Roberts has engaged in a 

variety of professional capacities related to food law and policy. After completing the LLM program, he 

was invited to join the University of Arkansas School of Law as a Research Professor of Law and as the 

Director of the National Agricultural Law Center, teaching food law and policy and founding the law 

school's Journal of Food Law and Policy. He is the former first chair of the Lex Mundi (world's largest 

association of private law firms) international Agribusiness practice group. Roberts also was of counsel in 

Washington DC with Venable LLP, as a member of the firm's food and agricultural law practice group, and 

special counsel to the Roll Global farming and food companies headquartered in Los Angeles. There, he 

was responsible for global food regulation, trade, and public policy. He was also a visiting scholar and 

consultant to the United Nation's Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Rome. 

 

PATRICK RUNKLE has been a trial attorney in the U.S. Justice 

Department’s Consumer Protection Branch since 2009.  His consumer-

protection work at the Justice Department has included litigating 

numerous civil and criminal matters involving adulterated and 

misbranded dietary supplements and other potentially hazardous 

foods, drugs, and consumer products. Patrick has also litigated matters 

involving illegal telemarketing.  Patrick earned his bachelor’s degree 

from Swarthmore College; master’s degree in journalism from the 

University of California, Berkeley; and law degree from the Benjamin N. 

Cardozo School of Law.  Before joining the Justice Department, he was a law clerk at the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Second Circuit in Manhattan.         

 

ALYSSA SAMUEL assists clients in the cannabis, alternative protein, and 

food and beverage spaces with complex commercial transactions. 

Alyssa oversees mergers, acquisitions, divestitures and other 

transactions, negotiating terms, drafting agreements and advising 

clients on the most advantageous way forward. She draws on her vast 

knowledge of the rules and restrictions of these highly regulated 

industries to structure transactions that account for licensing 

requirements, safety issues and other industry-specific concerns. In 

addition to her transactional work, Alyssa helps clients communicate with regulatory and administrative 

agencies and advises on general regulatory compliance. She is well-versed in labeling laws, trade secret 



questions and food safety matters, and she also has experience with the complexities of alcohol licensing 

in the hospitality industry, particularly in related real estate transactions. Alyssa divides the lion’s share of 

her practice between cannabis clients and clients in the alternative protein industry. She’s excited to work 

in such rapidly growing and developing fields, and she is personally passionate about the potential for 

plant protein and its impact on future food supply and sustainability. With a practice that’s focused on 

forward-looking industries, Alyssa is a member of the firm’s Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) 

committee. Through Husch Blackwell’s Communities for Change effort, Alyssa helped launch the firm’s 

cannabis social equity initiative, assisting social equity applicants for cannabis licensing with their 

corporate structuring. 

 

AMARU J. SÁNCHEZ is an associate at Wiley Rein LLP where he counsels 

domestic and global companies in matters involving products regulated by 

the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the US Department of 

Agriculture (USDA), and relevant state agencies. As a former in-house 

counsel for a publicly traded company, Amaru is well-positioned to help 

clients navigate complex legal, regulatory, and business issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KRISTEN SHEMORY works for a global health care company that strives to 

support a better life through better health. As a commercial attorney who 

supports the company’s nutrition division, Kristen advises clients on how 

to design, develop, market and sell nutritional products for infants, 

children and adults. She provides all aspects of commercial legal support 

to her clients including advising on complex commercial agreements, fraud 

and abuse compliance, product development, strategic partnerships and 

sales & marketing activities. Kristen joined Abbott in 2018 and is admitted 

to practice law in Ohio. Kristen received her undergraduate degree from 

Denison University and law degree from The Ohio State University in 

Columbus, Ohio. 

 

R. TRENT TAYLOR is a partner at McguireWoods LLP, focusing on defending 

complex class actions with an emphasis on product class actions, public and 

private nuisance litigation, environmental contamination suits, and food 

labeling and safety issues. His experience includes defending clients in class 

actions, MDL coordinated proceedings, nationwide mass tort litigation, and 

appellate cases involving complex scientific and medical issues. His practice 

in recent years has been concentrated in the defense of novel class action 

claims brought by plaintiffs, including public nuisance, civil conspiracy, 

unjust enrichment, and deceptive trade practices. He is a nationally-

recognized commentator on legal issues and has had articles published in 



numerous national publications including The National Law Journal, The Toxics Law Reporter, Law360.com 

and POWER Magazine. In addition, he has been interviewed and quoted by the New York Times, Wall 

Street Journal, American Lawyer, The National Law Journal, Compliance Week Inside Counsel, Business 

Insurance, Electric Power Daily, Electric Utility Week, Global Power Report, Platts Coal Outlook, Coal 

Trader, Inside Energy Extra, The Legal Intelligencer, Law360.com, PowerGen Worldwide, and numerous 

influential legal blogs, among others. He was interviewed on NPR's "All Things Considered" on June 8, 

2010, to discuss appellate issues. Furthermore, he is currently co-authoring a comprehensive treatise 

devoted entirely to nuisance and trespass law. Prior to joining McGuireWoods, Trent was an associate in 

an international firm and a law clerk for the Honorable Harry Wellford of the US Court of Appeals for the 

Sixth Circuit. 

 

THOMAS TOBIN is an associate at Perkins Coie’s Seattle office. His 

practice focuses on complex commercial litigation and class action 

matters involving statutory, constitutional, and regulatory issues in a 

range of industries, including food and beverage, consumer packaged 

goods, and cannabis. In the food and beverage sector, Tommy has 

experience defending false advertising claims and consumer protection 

claims for well-known international corporations. He regularly writes 

articles on food law and policy issues and is chair of the American Bar 

Association (ABA)’s Food, Cosmetics and Nutraceuticals Committee. 

Tommy recently edited the ABA’s Food Law: A Practical Guide, a 

resource book for practitioners to assist them in meeting the unique needs of food and beverage clients 

across various domains of legal practice. Tommy also serves as a Lecturer at UCLA Law, teaching the 
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WILL WAGNER focuses his practice on consumer product defense, 

regulatory compliance, and lobbying consumer product issues in California, 

with a focus on defending and advising companies on California’s unique 
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